
St. Mary's Parish 
 

 

This is St. Mary's Parish today. 

When you come to Durand, you will probably notice that it is a religious town. 
Like most towns, it contains people of many religions. One of the older churches 
is St. Mary's Catholic Churchand probably the most popular religion in the area is 
the Catholic religion. On August 2, 1885 the cornerstone of the new St. Mary's 
Church was laid. Present to dedicate it was Rev. J .G. Collins of Eau Claire. There 
were one thousand people present. 

A rectory was built from money given by Father Bau. Everyone thought at this 
time that he deserves an occasional prayer of gratitude for his departed soul. To 
improve the grounds of the church, useless barns were removed and were 
replaced with a garage. This was done when Father Artman arrived to St. Mary's. 
At that time a new roof was put on the rectory. After all the new adjustments 
there was a $10,000 debt. With volunteer help, the debt was soon paid for with a 
generous sum left over. With the leftover money, the cemetery was expanded by 
adding two and a half acres. 



On July 27, 1930, a very destructive hail storm hit 
Durand. The storm damaged the parish school's 
windows and roof. After the storm the first mass was 
held on October fifth in the church basement. On 
October 23, the Angelus Bell rang in the new church 
tower for the first time in nearly a year. 

After the church was repaired, mass was offered for 
the first time in the new church on February 15, 
1931. Six days later, confessions were heard for the 
first time in the new confessional. A new bell to 
replace the old one was donated by Father Artman 
and his sister, Mary, in memory of their departed 
priest-brother. The debt of the new church was being 
gradually reduced, thanks to the leadership of Father 
Artman. The depression was a handicap in paying off 
the debt. After nineteen years, Father Artman's 
heath began to fail and he found it necessary to retire. 

The church presently is much the same as it was in 1930. 
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